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ing it. It is mentioned by Pliny, being said to
have existed before the deluge *, though it has
been doubted, whether by the expression "ter-
rarum inundatione," the Roman writer meant
to imply the universal deluge spoken of in Gene-
sis. Pomponius Mela has a similar expres-
sion t, and it is probable, indeed, that the one
writer has but repeated what the other had said
before ; but even this tends to confirm the popu-
larity of the supposition.

The fable of Andromeda, Perseus, and the
sea-monster, of which this place is said to have
been the scene t, has been ingeniously explained
by supposing that this daughter of the Ethiopian
king was courted by the captain of a ship, who
attempted to carry her off, but was prevented by
the interposition of Perseus, who, returning from
the conquest of tlie Gorgons, saw her, and was
captivated by her beauty. One might be perhaps
allowed to explain the meaning of " Antedilu-

* Joppe Pboenicum antiquiorterrarum inundatione, utferunt.
Insidet collem prsejacente saxo, in quo vinculorum Andromedae
vestigia ostendunt. Hist. Nat. L v. c. 13.
t Est Joppe, ante diluvium, ut ferunt, condita: ubi. Cephea
regnasse eo signo accolae amrmant quod titulum ejus> fratrisque
Phinei veteres qusedam arse cum religione pluriraa retinent.
Quin etiam rei celebratse carminibus ac fabulis, servataeque a
Perseo Andromedae clarum vestigium belluae marinse ossa inv*
mania ostendunt. Pomp. Mela. 1. i. c. 1L
J Strabo, ife. x,vi. p. 759.